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\, | - A ſhort Account how the Kingdom of Der- 


mark became Hereditary and Abſolute, by a 
Difference betwixt theLords and Commons. 


Publiſhed as a Warning to other Nations. 


— 


Felix quem faciunt aliena pericula cantum. 


FTER the Conclufion of the 
Peace between the two Nor- 
rhern Crowns Anno 1660. 
fome conſiderable care and 
time was neceſſary to redreſs 
the Diſorders occaſioned by fo terrible -2 
War. Denmark had been moſt violently 
ſhaken; and altho the Fury of the Tem- 
peſt was over, the Agitarion cauſed by ic 
ſtill continued : The Army was not yet 
disbanded, nor could be for want of 
Mony ro diſcharge its Arrears ; this cauſed 
frequent Inſolencies in the Soldiers, with 
a further Oppreſſion of the Burgers and 
poor Country People, who had been in a 
manner already ruined by the Miferies 
attending the War, The Nobility, tho 
Lords and Maſters, were full of Diſcon- 
rents, and the Clergy not in the condition 
they wiſhed. 

To redreſs all which Grievances, and 
reduce Aﬀairs into ſome Order, by pro- 
curing Money for the Payment and Diſ- 
banding of the Army, the King thought 
fit-ro appoint a Meeting of the Three 
Eſtates at Copenhagen, viz, the Nobility, 
Commonalty, and Clergy ; which accord- 
ingly followed about the beginning of 
Oftober. Aﬀter ſome few days Seſſion 
(during which the Nobilicy, according to 
their ufual pra&tice, debated how the Sums 
of Money requiſite might with the greateſt 
eaſe and conveniency be levied upon rhe 
Commons, without the leaſt intention of 


bearing any proportionable. ſhare them- 
ſelves ) ſeveral Diſputes aroſe, and ma- 


.ny ſharp Expreſſions paſled between them 


and the Commons; on the one hand the 
Nobility were for maintaining their anrient 
Prerogative of paying nothing by way of 
Tax, bur only by voluntary Contribution ; 
and ſhewed rhemſelves too ſtiff at a time 
when the Country was exhauſted, and moſt 
of the remaining Riches lodged in their 
hands : They ſeemed to make uſe of rhis 
occaſion, not only to vindicate, but eyen 
to widen and enlarge their Privileges above 
the other two Eſtates, by laying Impoſi- 
tions on them at pleaſure, which Weight 
they themſelves would not rouch with one 
of their Fingers, any further rhan as they 
thought fitting. On the other hand, the 
Clergy for their late adherence to the Inye- 
reſt of their Country, and the Burgers 
for the vigorous Defence of their City, 
thought they might juſtly pretend ro new 
Merit, and be conſidered art leaſt as good 
Subjedts in a State, which they themſelves 
had ſo valtantly defended. They remem- 
bred the great Promiſes made them when 
dangerous Enterpriſes were to be taken in 
hand, and how ſucceſsfully rhey had exe- 
cured them ; rhereby ſaving from a Foreign 
Yoke, nor only the City of Copenhagen, bur 
the whole Kingdom, the Royal-Famuly, nay 
thoſe very Nobles that now dealr ſo hardly 
with them: They judg'd it therefore rea- 
ſonable, that the Sums of Money neceflary 
A ſhould 


ſhould be. levied proportionably, and thar - 
ae. Nobility, who enjoy'd; all the- 


ſhould ar leaſt pay their ſhare 6f the" Taxes, 


.ince they had ſuffered leſs; in. rhe commen 
-Calamiry, as well as done lef5 to prevent 


the, progreſs of it. 
This manner of arguing was + very dif- 


pleaſing ro the Nobles, and hegar much 


Heat and many bitrer Replies'on.both fides : 
Ar length a principal Senator called 0/9 


- Craeg, (tood up, and 1n- great Anger told 


the Preſident of the City, , That the .Com- 
'mons neither underſtood nor conftidered the 
Privileges of the Nobility, who ar all rimes 


Lands, , ,aud the, Preſident of the Gy 


wa 
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from the Nobles ; the Biſhop of Copenhagen, . 


leading them. 


Ir was there thought ncceſfary ! ro- conſider 


ſpeedily of the moſt effeftual Means to 


ſuppreſs +the intolerable Ptide.of 1the No- 
bility; and how to. mend their own Condi- 
tion: After .many. Debates they concluded, 
That they ſhould 1amediately wait upon 


the King,.and offer hm ther Votes and. 


Affiſtance to be abſolute Monarch of the 
Realm ; as alſo that the Crown. ſhould de- 
{ſcend by Inheritance to: his Family, which 
hitherto had gone by Election. They: 


promiſed themſelves the King would have. 


- had been . exempted from-Taxes, mor the \ fo great. Obligations ro them tor this piece 
- erue Condition of themſelves, who. were - of Service,., that.he would grant and con- 
- no'other than Slaves 3: #' the word in the , firm ſuch, Privileges as ſhould purthem 


Daziſh is unfree ] fo that. their beſt way 
was:to keep within their. own Bounds, and 
acquieſce in ſuch Meaſuves as antient Pra- 


- Rice had warranted, and which they were 


refolved to maintain. This word: Slaves 


put /all the Burgers and Clergy 1n_ du- 


order, caufing/a loud Murmur in the Hall; 
which Nanſon the Preſident ot .the. City of 
Gopenbagen, and Speaker. ot the , Houſe of 


- Commons, ' perceiving, and finding a fit oc- 
- cafion of-putring in praftice . a Deſign be- 
fore- concerted. tho but: weakly; -between - 
--Company. in its beſides the fatistaQtion of 


him:and the-Biſhop.,. in- great Gholer roje 
out of his Seat, and- ſwore an; Oath, .: Toa? 


above .the degree of Slaves. They knew 
he had hitherto been curbed by the Nobili- 


.ty. to.a great meaſure ; and now ſaw their 


own. force, .being able ( fince they had 


- Arms.in their Hands, and the concurrence 
ot the Souldiers ) to perform... what .they 


undertook : At.. the worſt, they ſuppoſed 
they ſhould only change many Maſters for 
one, ,and could betrer bear hardihips from 
a King than from. inferior Perſons ; Or. .if 


; their Caſe were nor better'd,, at..leaſt they 


thought: ir ſome. comfort. to have. more 


Revenge, on thoſe rhat had - hitherto not 


- the.Commons were:no Slaves. nk would from only uſed them 1!], but infulced over them 
- thenceforth . be.- called.:: ſo by the, Nobility, 10 lately. . They knew the..King, and had 
$ : which they. ſhould ſon prove; to; their cojt ; ſeen him bear with an admirable Patience 
| ; And thereupon. breaking up- the affembly and Conſtancy: all his Calamiries ; were 
-1n diſorder, and departing out of the Hall, perſwaded that.. he. was. a Valiant Prince, 
? was followed by all: the Clergy and Burgers, . who. had. often expoſed. his. Perſon, for the 
« The/iNobles being left alone . to: conſult a- ſake of the Publick, and therefore thought | 
- mongithemſelves art their leifure, atter'a they could never do enough to ſhew their. 
: littte; while adjourned to a private Houſe _ Gratitude ; which 1s the uſual Temper .of. 
- naar:i the 'Courr,: In the mean--time the the. People upon any benefit receiy'd fram-. 
- Corkmons; being provoked to the higheſt their Prince. Ein 
; degreeand reſolving to purtztheir Threats in ,, Scarce was this propoſed. but it. was a- 
- Execution, marched proceifionally by-Cou- , greed ro; and.norhing bur. the. unſeaſona- - 
pics,.. a Clergyman and-a Cammaner,, from _ bleneſs, of. the time (it being now near-- 
. the: grear::Hall. or Parliament-Houſe to the Night ) - deferred the immediate. Execution, 
- Bx-wers-Hall,; which was-ehe conyenienteſt of it ; bur all the neceſſary Meaſures were 
\ Blace ryey-, could pirch upon to fic apart; taken againſt next. Morning. The. Clergy 


. 
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bad a further drift_in this Change of Go- 
vernment ; for having been hitherto kept 
under by the Noblliry, they torecaſted to 
have no other Superior, but the King, 
whoſe new -Authority they ' engaged to 
maintain by the influence they had on the 
Conſciences of the People ; expe&inz with 
reaſon the like Favour and Proced1on from 
the King, togerker with an increaſe of rheir 
Power ; fince he was in a great meaſure 
obliged to them for his own ; and rhe be- 
vefirs were likely-ro'be mutual for the fy- 
ture, the one having the force, the other 
rhe tie of Religion in their Potleffion, 
Which Contra& tubfiſts to this very day, 
to the great advanrage of both ſides. 

The Court all this while was not igno- 
rant of whar paſſed; there wanted no Spies 
nor Meſſengers to give notice of the Diſ- 


contents of the Commons. Hanibal Seeſ- 


tede, a cunning Man, was prime Miniſter ; 
and the Biſhop or Superintendent Swan, 
with Nanſn the Speaker of rhe Houfe of 
Commons, were his Creatures : Theſe had 
formerly in ſecret laid with hym the De- 
-fign, which was now upon the point of 
diſclofing, tho their hopes were hardly 
raiſed fo high, as to promiſe themtfelves 
ſuch mighty Succeſs, The whole Night 
paſſed in Brigues and Meflages ; the Com- 
mons Anger was to be kept up to rhe re- 
quifite height, and the Reſolution they 
had taken the Night before not to be 1ut- 
.fer'd to cool, bur perſiſted in betimes next 
Morning. The Queen, a Woman of In- 
trigue anf"Hhigh Spirir, wrought ſtrongly 
in it by all manner. of ways, whilſt the 
King, cither through doubr of the Event, 
or ſenſe of the Diſhoneſty and Crime of 
the Action, in procuring after ſuch a man- 
ner the abſolute Dominion of a free Coun- 
try, could hardly 'be broughr to comply 
with it. He declared that indeed he 
ſhould be pleaſed the Soveraignty were en- 
tailed on his Family, provided 1t were 
done by Liniverſal Conſent ; but to become 
Abſolute and Arbitrary, was neither his 
deſire, nor did he think it for the benetir 


of the Kingdom; that he was fatisied he 
ſhonld not make 1l! uſe of fuch an unli- 
mited Authority, but no body knew what 
Succeflors he might have ; that ic was 
therefore dangerous both tor them to give, 
and for him to receive ſuch a Power as 
might be abnſed in future times to the ur- 
cer ruin ot the Nation. Eur theſe Re- 
flettions, wherher rhey were real, or only 
prerences, whether cauſed by the Piery or 
Weakneis of the King, were foon over- 
ruled by the' more Ambitious and Maſcy- 
tne Spirit of the : Queen, who deſiring 
him to ftr ſtill, and fee how ſhe and her 
Emiflaries would work for him, rold him, 
Thar the Plot was well laid, and had begun 
to operate proſperouſly ;' thar he muſt not 
obſtru& his own and © his Families good 
Fortune ; and in fine; ſo far prevailed on 
him, that he ſeemed with fear to conſenr 
ro, and permirted rhar which moſt think 
he very much defired : Having however by 
this ſhew of unwillingneſs, lefr open to 
himfelt a door of Reconciliation with his 
_— 1n- caſe the buſineſs did not ſuc- 
ceed. 

All this while the Nobles eicher had 
none, or but ſmall intimation of the De- 
ſigns of the Commons : they had been uſed 
ſo long to ſlight and tyrannize over them, 
that they were not now ſenſible of any 
impending danger from thence, contemning 
their Threars as well as their Perſons, and 
imagining they would have repented next 
day, and complied with all that ſhould be 
demanded of them. Bur the Plot was 
deeper laid than they ſuppoſed; for nor 
only the prime Mimiter, but ſome other 
Members of their own Body, who had 
Employments depending on the Eourr, 
were engaged in it. This 1nadvertency, 
with the want of requiſite Courage upon. 
occaſion, brought upon them 'the Miſchief 
on a tidden ; fo that except two or three 
who were more than ordinary doubrful 
of what might happen, and ſlipr out of 
Town that Night, the reſt were . al- 
trogerher fearleſs of danger, till the very 
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inſtant thar the Evil was remedill 

Schack the Governour of the Town had 
been gained by the Court to favour the 
Deſign, which he performed cffeCtually, 
though not with ſo ſervile an intention as 
others : for when the King, upon the firſt 
news of the Refolution of the Commons, 
did often openly promiſe that he would in 
Gratitude and Recompence declare them all 
Free as ſoon as ut lay 1n his power, by 
the Gift they were about to make him; 
and the People were willing ro truſt the 
King's goodnef5, and ro depend onthe per- 
formance of this Promiſe, encouraged 
_ thereunto by the Clergy, who alledged it a 
thing unbeſeeming and diſhonourable to 
require any other Security from the King 
than his bare Word ;, yet Schack urged ve- 
hemently that the Commons ſhould 1nfiſt 
ro have this Promiſe under the King's Hand, 
and make themſelves ſure of the Reward 
for ſo conſiderable a Preſent as they were 
going to make, whilſt they-had ſo fair an 
OPROFUrnty in their hands. Bur all. his 
Inſtances were in vain ; they were in the 
giving humour, and reſolved to do it ge- 
nerouſly, truſting the King for the per- 
formance of his Word :. A thing which 
they have ſince often, though too late, re- 
pented of. 

Next Morning the Nobles met in the 
Council-Houſe, and the other two E- 
fates in the Brewers-Hall ; the Reſolu- 
tion of the Commons could not be kepr 
fo ſecrer, but: by th's time ſome warm xru- 
mours of it had reached the Nobility 
bur ſcarce had they leiſure ro conſider what 
was fitreſt to be done on that occaſion, 


when they were informed that the Com- .- 


mons . were marehing rowards them : for 
the Biſhop and the Preſident: had fo well 
performed their Parts, and urged the ne- 
ceffiry of ſpeedily executing what had 
been refolved the day before, that all time 
was judged loſt which was not employed 
in putting it  praftice ; they nmmediacely 
agreed to go ro the Council-Houſe, and 
rhere-propound ro the Nobulty their defign, 


TH 


deſiring their Concurrence in ſuch a neceſſa- 
ry Work for the welfare of the Kingdom, 
They marched through the Streers with 
preat gravity, and filence, by Couples, as be- 
ore, whilſt the Mob by repeated Shouts ap- 
plauded what they were going to do. And 
thus they came to the Houſe where rhe No- 
bles were aſſembled, who had fcarce warn- 
ing ſufficient to receive them. 

The Prefident Nanſon made 'a ſhort Ha- 
rangue, ſerting forth that they had confi- 
dered the ſtate of the Nation, and that 
they found the only Remedy for the many 
Diſorders whick affiicted ir, was to make the 
Crown Hereditary, and to give more power 


to the King than hitherto he had enjoyed; _ 


that this Reſolution was already taken by rhe 
Commons and Clergy, in which it the Nobi- 
lity ſhould think fitting to concur, rhey were 


"ready ro accompany them to the King, 


and make him a tender of an Hereditary 


and Soveraign Dominion ; it not, that 


they were going themſelves, and rhe mat- 
ter ſhould he done withqut them : That a 
ſpeedy Reſolution was neceffary, - for they 
had already ſent word to the Court of 
their coming, and his Majeſty' expeQed 
them in the Hall of his Palace ; therefore. 


defired to be informed in few. words what: 


they reſolved to do. | 


The ſuddennefs of ſuch a.,Propoſition, 


and briskneſfs in the manner of its delive- 
ry, cauſed a general aſtoniſhment in the 
Nobles ; one might have ſeen thoſe who 
bur the day before carried .1t { proudly, 
in an inſtant fall to an exceſs of Compla- 
cency,. and betray their Fear by their Spee- 
ches and Countenances,. as they formerly 


had done their Arrogance. The Miſchief 


no ſooner appeared to them, but they faw 
it was unavoidable ; there was no leiſure 
allowed them to conſult; and to deny 
theireompliance, or even to delay'it, was. 
dangerous. To give up at once their be- 
loved Power, and ſubmit their Necks to a 
heavy Yoak, wasan intolerable Grievance : 
But they faw they were no. longer the Ma- 
ſters ; the Commons were.armed, the Ar-. 
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my and C againſt them z and the 

found i lare, that that which fs 
day before they had conſidered only as 
the Effort of an unconſtant giddy Multi- 
tude, was guided by wifer Heads, and 
ſupported by Encouragements from Court, 
nay poſſibly by ſome of their own Body : 
They fuſpe&ed each other, and no Man 
knew whether his next Neighbour was not 
in the Plot againſt the publick Liberty. 
Tt1s eaſy to imagine what diſtrafted thoughts 
affited rhem on a ſudden ; they were al- 
together unprepared for ſuch a diſmal 
ſtroke : Bur ſome anſwer muſt be given, 
and that ſpeedily, Such a one as they had 
a mind to give, they durſt nor ; for they 
were aſſembled in a fortified Town, re- 
mote from their ſeveral Countries and In- 
tereſts (where they had governed like fo 
many Princes) in the power of thoſe who 
could, and certainly would be revenged in 
caſe they proved refractory. The beſt way 
therefore was to ſeem to approve of whar 
they could nor hinder. They anfiver, thar 
the Propoſition made to them by the Com- 
mons was not diſpleaſing, but rhe manner 
of it wanted the requifite Formaliries ; 
that previous deliberation was neceſlary 
wan Aﬀair of ſo great moment; and th 

could nor bur take it ill, a Reſolution of 
fach conſequence ſhould be concluded on 
by the Commons withour the leaſt acquamr- 
ing of the Nobility with 1t, who were the 
chief Eftate of the. Realm : Thar they 
alfo aſpired ro rhe Honour of bearing their 
part in beſtowing ſuch a material Gift 
on the King and his Poſterity, bur defi- 
red that the Matter mighr be proceeded 
on with that gravity, and ſolemniry, which 


the nature of it required : Thar.it was not 


fit ſuch a weighty Tranſa&ion ſhould have 
the appearance of a Tumult,. and feem 
forced rather than a free Choice. The 
Concluſion of all was, That they hoped 
the Commons would a little defer the pur- 
ring in execurion their Deſign; and m the 


_ —_— 


mean time” conſult with rhem;. till the 
Afﬀair were done orderly, and with una- 
nimous Approbation, as well as to mutual : 
Advantage. | 
This was with great vehemency by the 
Prefident denied. He replied, Theſe were 
Shifts only to gain time, that the Nobles 
might be ina Condition 65 fruſtrate rhe In- 
tention of the Commons ; that the Pointwas 
already agreed,and the Reſolution taken; that. 
they came not thither to conſider,bur to aQ; 
if the Nobles would join with them, they 
were ready ; if not, they would do whae 
was to be done alone ; and doubred nor 
but his Majeſty would make his uſe of ic, 
During theſe Diſputes the Nobihey, had 
privily ſent ſome of their Body to Court 
to acquaint the King, that the Commons 
were now at their Houſe, and had made 
them ſudden Propoſals our of form, bur 
ſuch as they ſhould rather concur with, 
than be averſe to ; that they were ready - 
to join with them 1n offering an Hereditary: 
Crown to his Majeſty, and the Heirs Male. 
of his Family for ever ; which they hoped 
his Majeſty would accepr 1n good part : 
Bur defired to proceed in the uſual Me- 
thods, which ſuch weighty Aﬀarrs merired, . 
viz. by Conference and Deltberations, thar 
ir mipghr appear rather an efte& of their. 
Juſt Senriments of his Majeſty's Valour and. 
Condu@, than the ſudden Morions of a tu 
multuous Aflembly. | 
The King, with a great deal of mild- 
neſs, as if he had been wholly unconcerned: 
and paifive in the Caſe, replied; Thar: 
he was obliged to them tor rheir. Defigns 
in favour of him, and the Royal Family ; 
thar he hoped what they were about would” 
trend to the benefit of the Nation ; bur that 
a Crown inrailed only on the Heirs Male 
could not be ſo acceptable to him, as if it 
were given without that Limitation ; chav 
the Government of Females had neither 
been a new thing at home, nor unproſpe-- 
rous in. neighbouring Countries : bf te; 
ey. 
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They might conſider of ir, and finee it was 
their Gift, he would not preſcribe, bur 1t 
could nor be- accepred by him unleſs 1t 
were more general, 

* In: the mean time the Commons grew 
impatient, the Anſwer given them was not 
{arisfatory, and the Nobles had not yet re- 


ſolved on an iatire compliance, nor were 


ready to accompany them, becauſe they had 
not! yet an account of rhe ſucceſs of their 
Members ſent to found the :Mind of the 
Court,” The Clergy and Burgers there- 
fore, led on by. their. Biſhop and Prefi- 
denr, proceed without them tro the Pa- 
lace, 'and were met by the prime Mimiſter, 
and conduQed by him to the Hall of Audi- 
ence,' whither after: ſome ſhort- rime rhe 
King came to them. The Biſhop makes a 
long Speech, ſetting forth the Praiſes of 
his Majeſty, and the cauſe of their wait- 
ing en him ; concluding with an offer, 1n 
the name of themſelves, rhe two moſt nu- 
merous,. and if he pleaſed moſt powertul 
Eſtates, of an Hereditary and Abſolute Do- 
minion ; together with. the aſſiſtance of 
their Hands and Purſes, in caſe any Body 
ſhould go about to obſtru& ſo-neceſlary and 
laudable a Deſign for the good of the 
Country. The King told them in ſhorr, 
That he thanked them ; and in caſe an Unj- 
yerſal Conſent eſtabliſhedthis good Defire of 
theirs, he would accept the Preſent they 
made him ; bur that the Concurrence of the 
Nobles was neceffary ; which he doubted 
not of in the leaſt, when .they had time 
ro make the offer with the neceſſary For- 
malities : That he aſſured the Commons of 
his Royal Prore&ion, and ſhould nor be un- 
mindful of their kindneſs, by eaſing them 
of their Grievances,and by encouraging Sub- 
ze&ts. who had: behaved themſelves ſo va- 
hantly, and deſerved ſo well trom him : 
Concluding with his advice to them to con- 
rinue their *Sefſion ri}l ſuch time as Mat- 
rers were brought to perteftion, and he 
could receive. thcir g:it with the Solemnity 


- Shae was firting. And thereupon diſmiſſed 
. them. 


© But the Nobles were all this while ina 

grievous diſtration ; they ſaw the Com- 
mons were gone to the King withour them : 
Their Meſſengers brought News -back: that 
their Propoſition of- entatling the Crown 
on the Heirs Male, was not pleaſing, be- 
cauſe a greater Advantage was in pro- 
ſpe& ; that this offer was looked upon to 
proceed from Perſons that would not have 
beſtowed any thing, it they could . have 
helped it : Thar ic was thought they pre- 
rended . to merit in giving only a part, 
when: it was not in their power to hinder 
the taking the whole. In this irreſolucion 
they broke up ; and- ſince - they were- to 
meet. again at: noon upon : anather ſo- 
jemn Occafion, they reſolved at that time 
to: confider how ' to proceed in an Aﬀair 
ſo delicate, 

Monfjeur Schele .a Senator, and princi- 
pat Man of the Country, was that Afﬀter- 
noon to be buried 1n great. Pomp ; - his 
Body had lain fome Months in State , 
and according ro the Cuſtom, was to be 
accompanied to its Interment by all the 
Nobility then in Town; this being a Par- 
liament time, was choſen for the Ceremo- 
ny, becauſe the Nobles were all together, 
and a- magnificent -Dinner was: prepared, 
as 1s uſual on the like occaſions. - In the 
height of their Entertainment an Officer 
comes into the room, and whiſpers ſome 
of the principal men that the City 
Gates were ſhur, and the Keys carried. to 
Court: For the King having been in- 
formed by the Governour, that two or 
three had privily flipr our of Town. the 
Night before, and: being reſolved. that no 
more ſhould eſcape out of the Net, 
till he had done. his buſineſs, had- order- 
ed the Governour that Morning - to 
lock the Gates, and to let. no Perſon. in 
or out without ſpecial Order. .The Go- 
vernour ſent one Bill, the Town Major, 
to put this in Execution; who as .ſoon 
as he had done it, . came.:to the Houſe . 
where they were met, and ſat down at 
Table among the Senators. This diſ- 

mal 


mal News -'of.-the Officer was- preſently 
whiſpered round rhe Company ; who im- 
mediately applied themſelves to him to 
know what the-meaning was: of ſuch an 
unuſual Proceeding ar. the time of. a 
General Convention... They asked him 
what deſtiny was. appointed them, - whe- 


ther they were there ro be Maſlacred, or. 


What. elſe was tro be done with them ? 
The Town-Major calmly- anſivered, : That 
he believed there was no Danger towards 
them ; that ſuch violent Meatures would 
not be taken by ſo gracions. a King, tho 
he had indeed given the Orders himſelt 
tor the ſhutting of the Gates ; and: thar 
no Body was to ſtir- our of Town 
without .leave z but that this needed not 
diſturb or hinder-them from finiſhing rhe 
Work of: the Day, aud purſuing the Pub- 
Iick, . as well as their Private Occations. 
Tizere wanted no more than tlus Confir- 
mation from the Officer ro. overthrow all 
the Refolurtons, and Conſulgations of the 
Nobles; rhe. dread of- loſigg:;theis Lives 
took away all thoughts. of their Liberty, 
They immediately C&iſpatched Meſlenpers 
both to the Court, and the - Cqininons, 
t0 give notice of. their diſpoſition ro com- 
ply with what. .was. formerly propoſed ; 
afluring them likewiſe, that they were 
ready to agree'to all that ſhould be. asked 
of them. \ 

Bur the King, who had began and 
played his Game ſo well: hitherro, .deter- 
mined to purſue,,ic -to the: urmolt,...and 
would nor ſuffer the Gates to be opened, 
till the whole Ceremony of the Inaugu- 
ration” was concluded, and the Homage 
done in due form ; and therefore ordered 
they ſhould ſtay, till in the Face :of the 
People, and the Army, they had ſworn 
Fealty, and deveſted- themſelves. of | all 


Right, as well 'as Power, to cauſe any 


Diſturbance, or Alteration for the future. 
Three days time was requifite to pre- 
pare. Matters for that fatal hour, where- 


in they were to make a formal - SurrendeF = 
of their Liberty ; the Scaffolds were rai” 


ſed in the place before the Caſtle, and. 
adorned wich Tapeſtry ; Orders were. 
giver tor the Soldiery, and Burgers to ap-, 
pear .in Arms under their reſpe&ive Ok- 


cers. © And. when all things were ready, on. - 
the 27th of Ofober in the Morning, the - 


King, 


Queen, and Royal Family mounted. 
on a T 


eatre. erected for that purpoſe ;, 


and being placed in Chairs 'of State, 


under Canopies of Velvet, received pub- 
lickl 


Nobility, . Clergy, and Commons; which 


was. performed kneeling. The Oath, 
which they were. obliged to take, was: - 


in theſe. words: . | 


I that I will be True, and Paiths 
ful to your Majefty,” as my mos 


Gracious King and Lord, as alſo to 
Your Royal Family-; -that 1 will En- 


deavour, and promote Your Majeſs 
ties IntereFt in all py. and to the 


beſt of my Power defend you*from 
all Danger, and. Harm; and that 1 


will faithfully ſerve Your MajeSty as 
a Man of Honour, and an Heredi- 


tary Subje&#* ought "to db, So help - 


me God, .&C. 


This Oath they were all obliged to pro- 
nounce aloud ; and ſome Men of Quality - 


the Homage of all the Senators, . 


A. B. do-Promiſe, and Declare;* 


that were fick, or pretended to be: To,. .- 
were brought in Chairs : Among orhers. - 


one :Gerſdorf, a principal Senator, who - 
was the only man that opened his Mourh- - 


in the behalf of theis Exptring Liberties, - 
ſaying, That he hoped and truſted, that -- 


his Majeſty defigned nothing bar rhe 


Good of his People, 'and not to govern 
them after. the Turkiſh munner ; bur wh 


"» 


ed his Majeſties Succeſſors might follow a Monarchy as any- is at preſent in the 


the Example which his Majeſty would 
-undoubredly ſer them, and make uſe of 
chat unlimited Power for the good, and 
not the harm of his Snbjeas. Not one 
of the reſt ſpoke a word, or ſeemed to 
murmur in the leaſt ar what was done ; 
and it is obſervable, that among fo many 
Great Men, who a few days before ſeemed 
- to have Spirits ſuitable ro their Birth and 
liries, none had the Courage during 
- thoſe three laſt days, either by Remon- 
.Nrance, or any other way, to oppoſe in 
any manner what was doing. And I have 
heard very intelligent Perſons, who were 
- ar that time near the Ring, afhrm, That 
had the Nobles ſhewed ever fo little Con- 
rage in afſerting their Privileges, the 
King would not have pnrſued his Point fo 
far as to deſire an Arbi Dominion : 
For he was in continual doubt, and dread 
of the Event, and began to waver very 
much in his Reſolntions; fo thar their 
Liberties ſeem purely loft for want of ſome 
to appearfor them.. 
_; From-the Theatre, choſe that had done 
Homage, went to the Councj]-Houſe , 
where the Nobles were ealled over . by 
Name, and ordered to ſubſcribe rhe a- 
bove-mentioned Declaration, which they 
Thus rhis pen Aﬀair was finiſhed , 
and the Kingdom of Denmark in Four 
Days time changed from an Eftare little 
differing from Ariſtocracy, to as abſolute 


World, The Commons have ſince ex- 
perienced, that the little Finger of an 
Abſolute Prince can be heavier than the 
Loins of many- Nobles, The only com- 
fort they have left them being -to ſee their 
former Oppreflors in almoſt as miſerable a 
Condition as themſelves ; whilſt all the 
Citizens of Copenhagen have by it obtained - 
che infignificant* Privilege of wearing 
Swords : So that at* this day nor a Cobler, 
or Barber ſtirs -abroad without a Tilrer 
at his fide, ler his Purſe be never ſo emp- 
ty. The Clergy, who always make ſure 
Bargains, were the only Gainers in this 
Point ; and are ſtill much encouraged by 
the Court, as* the Inſtruments that firſt 
promoted, and now keep the People in a 
due Temper of Slavery ; the Paſſiye-O- 
bedience Principle riding Triumphant in 
this unhappy Kingdom, 

Ir was but Juſtice, that the Court 
ſhould pay well the principal Contrivers of 
this great 'Revolution : and therefore not- 
withſtanding the general want of Money, 
Hannibal Seeſtede had a Preſent of 200000 
Crowns. Swan the Superintendent, or 
Biſhop, was made Archbiſhop, and had 
30000 Crowns. The Preſident or Speaker 


 Nanſon, 20000 Crowns, And to the 


People - remained the Glory of having 
forged their own Chains, and the Ad- 
vantage of Obeying without reſerve. 


' A happineſs which I ſuppoſe no Engliſh 
"Man will everenvy them, 
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